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It's Not the Koran That Kills - =

Prof. Janusz Danecki, head of the Facuity of Arabic and |
vy, talks to Beata Blaszczyk.
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¢ Iy te r

ties. That's why

at

nse and fully justified.

Wl their views are much maore s
Jsama bin Laden says, "We do
dren of innocent people, We «
| f

Y managed 10
ey had intended

peinstaking pro
cess,

It states in the Koran: “Unbelievers,
I do not worship what you worship,
nor do you worship what | worship. |
shall never worship what you wor-
ship, nor will you ever worship what |
worship. You have your own religion,
and | have mine.” (The Unbelievers; K
109:1-6). Doesn't that mean that
unbelievers (non-Muslims) are not
meant to be converted to Istam?

n classical kstam, all ' monothelsts are
considerad to have the same faitt he
People of the Book,"—Jews and
Christlans are of the same religion as
Muslims, though al some stage the for-
mes went astray, and in a2 way i's only
their problem. That's not the case for
1oday's fundamentalists, though, In thelr
view, &ll three groups—Jews, Christians
and Muslims—nave abandoned the true
fadlth, Thus, the criticism applies not only
to the West, but also to most of the
Muslim world, except of course the fun-
damentalists themselves, That's why
tGmy in the world. On the
one hand, we have the fundarmentalists’
I of true 1, and on the other the
woarld which is
latter cught terally by all
means, a< all methods are justified

Can they find & justification in the
Koran?

Yes, pagans—and in their eyes we are
all pagans—should be destroyed. The
probkem is that they are allowsd 1o inter-
pret Islam in their own way, Everybody is
allowed to do that. There's no church
guarding the onhodaxy, there's o cler-
gy In the sense of hierarchy. When we
e fhe word “elencs” in the Shi'a in fact
We reler to experts on law and theology

are guite indap

ns to be a mere

“An eye far an eye..." Can this
also be justified on religious grounds?

Although everyone has the right to
interpret isiam in their own way, some
interpretations undoubtedly become

more popular, Which ones and why?
| wouid say two kinds of interpratation
popularity. In

an eminent Mus!
his opinion (¢ 1 fal
tion, and justifies t. the
can be usad by state authorities
even tumed into a law
we could call “charisr
10 talk skillfully to pesople brings about
acceptance, (sama bin Lac
such talented speaker, and so are 1ha
leaders of the Lebanese Hizb Allah
(God's Party) or Palestinia
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tent, how 1o take advarnt
ifficult economic o
sel their minds onto &
nol always a noble one

What is the relationship between
those who planned the attacks and
those who actually carried them out?

A latter found in the luge 3 ol ona of
the suicide hjackers ught 1o be the
leadgr of that grour Mgk
instantly think of the Sufi (my
tion of Islam. Tha mastar-disciple rala

Do you think the hij

of Paradise?
No, | don't

It’s easy to see that people who
have nothing to lose could be recruit-
ed and brainwashed. Yet Ozama bin
Laden seems able to recruit young
and well-educated Muslims disillu-

educated indeed.
fundamentalists.
those who
had a univer-
n't understand
such people it was
recruit  terrorists.
, the two most auistanding
f Muslm fundamentalsm— the
Sayyid Qutb [1906-86) and the
i Abu al-Ala 2-Mawdud (1903-
“ere both well educatad in the
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After the Sept. 11 assault, the world
5uddlaniy remembered Samyal
Huntington's 1098 book Clash of
Civilizations. The 21st century |s
meant to witness such a clash. A
areups, in their quest for Identity, will
roc_u_s on differences rather than simj-
larities @specially where their vital
Interests collida, A tulfilled Prophecy?

First of all, we must not irjent-t:.a
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* Humtington's thesis doeg not
apply to this situation. Thus it je 1n
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:\;Ve hear the word jihad InCreasing),
often. What is the actual definitions

m h

snemy as i
used during the Kuw 3y
After Sept. 11 nothing will be the
same. How do you understand this
frequently quoted comment in the
context of cross-cultural refations?
Interestingly ¥ =l -
10 an inc =
world on the
the case in 197
when it sudden
Muslim worlc
impact on us
ebserved ;
interest, bot
circles, especially in the U
the Soviet Union. Greal Br
France. But somahow that in
not gst passed on 1o the ge
Possiply, it was dus he way t
media operate. Regardless of the
tent, thay seam to foster the a
existing and wall-ingrained views
Now we see a si <
est and that is very
doesn't have an ¢
world as the v
thers, Maore :
Westen world ar
demn or
ying to un
bellgvs that

=

[

= Walls

i

e Lo —

iy

= e Aim T

o



